The intercuspal position (IP) is the most important jaw position associated with stomatognathic function. Since this position is determined by the upper and lower teeth, it is changeable according to the occlusal states of the teeth. Three-dimensional areas of IP useful for occlusal diagnosis and occlusal reconstruction was discussed.
Abstract:
The intercuspal position (IP) is the most important jaw position associated with stomatognathic function. Since this position is determined by the upper and lower teeth, it is changeable according to the occlusal states of the teeth. Three-dimensional areas of IP useful for occlusal diagnosis and occlusal reconstruction was discussed.
In such cases, IP should be the position where the condyle is stable in the TMJ fossa and the jaw muscles function without any hindrance. The area of IP was considered to be rather great vertically because of adaptability of the muscles and the range of the rest position of the mandible.
The habitual opening-closing jaw movements terminated in the area of approximately 0.3mm in diameter in normal subjects. Activities of the muscles on both sides showed imbalance when IP was displaced approximately 0.5mm laterally. Therefore, the area of IP was considered to be narrow horizontally.
Clinically, it is comparatively easy to restore and maintain IP stability by the fixed prosthodontic technique. However, in case of an occlusion supported by removable free-end partial dentures, how to keep IP stable longitudinally is a big problem. 
